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{12 Leaders Say They Ke
Independent Judgment

it

twaciher C.LA. funds cntailed
:any such conditions. We state
-catc"oucany that they did not.
jAllegations™ -that we  were
'trappcd’ or ‘duped‘ -are arnmt
‘nonsense,”

j Such charges have been made
1by present asqocnt.on officials.
! "The former - presicents said
|t,hat although- Lhny constantlyl,
Ysought other financing, “'this re-"
'htmmlup was the only realis-
jtie ahd responsible alternative

i
|
i -
PYRGkEEvax v. noszrts
I Twelve former presidents
tthe National Student Associd
'tion said yesterday .that the
,Jnxd retained “the utmost vigl
.ance and independence of judg-
jmcm" while receiving as mug|
as  $400,000 a year from ti
Ceniral Intclligence Agency
operate ineir international prg-
Igram. '
The former presidents note
JJinnt the tassociation had coxj-
sistently opposed official Anter-
can foreign policy even whilp
41t was tfaking large subsidigs
';fron the Federal Governmen}.
|+ The slatement issued yeste
day was signed by every pres)
IGent—witih one cxception—wl
"molé oilice in the associatio

with  the . intelligence agencl
*|was flest forged, and 1964.. Th
-lone cxcéption was Richard J.
Muiphy, now Assistant Pos§-
(jmasteir General, who declin
to sign. He was president i
1952-53.
[ Staphen Robbins, president i
~15364-63, is in the Army an
|could not he reached. The tv
sinost recent presidents, Phili
. ASherburne and W, Euge
«/Groves, have opposed the assd-
|ciation's relationship with
iintelligence agency,

Charges Are Recalled

The two most- recent pres
jdents and other ex-officlals
{the associntion have maintaing
that the intclligence agency di
jinfluence  association  policy;,
1They insist that former presy-
dents, some of whom eith
woriked Sor the agency or wer
Jsusidizea by it, tried to inflyg-
ence elections and occasionall
association policy on such issu
ijas the war in Vietnam.

The former presidents sal]
iin their statement that in t
,'oaz‘ly- nineteen-fifties the sty-
“dent association “recognized t
jvitai importance of Americal
"student partleipation in internag-
;L.onal student  aifairs - whic

lavailable to us at that time."
Threo Policy Arcas Cxtcd

In at least three important
areas'tine association maintained)
an independent foreign pélicy|,
ithat often conflicted with offi-|
jcial views, the presidents said. .

G"“N.S.A. consistently sup-
ported and sought to strengthen
democratic student organiza-
tions -in those countries wherey
ithey existed and encouraged
‘Lhcn' formation where they did
‘not exist.”

i ¢"NSA's International policy
;carly recognized the crucial im-
vportance  which  nationalist
movements in Asia, Africa and
Latin America would have in,
'shaping our world."”

! G“While we were quite aware
rof the expansionist ambitions,
and ideological goals of.the So-;
iviet Union, N.S.A. chose to deal
with the Soviets and Eastern
FEuropcans not as idcological
pariahs but as political adver-
isaries in a changing world.”

The former officers noted
(that “political contexts change,”
fand that what might have been
1a responsible course of action
115 years ago might not seem %o
'to students today. They thus
appeared to defend the decision
'of current leaders to break with|-
‘the intelligence agency. . .

“We have always recognized,”
‘they said, “the rcsponsxbmty of.

each group of current leaders
of N.S.A. to lead the organiza-
tion in the direction which
-scems to them appropriate dur-
ing thelr term of office.”

.The twelve signers, and the
year in which they left ofﬂce
are: :
William /I Dentzer Jr., 1052. !
James M, Edwards, 1054, 1.
Harry H. Lunn Jr, 1955,
| Stanford L. Glass, 1056..... ...
‘Hamld C. Bakken, 1057, .1 %
. Ray Farabee, 1958, - o
Robert R. Kiley, 1059. o
1Donald A. Hoffman, 1860, . |
Richard A. Rettig, 1061,
Bdward R. Garvey, 1962. .
W, Dennis Shaul, 1068, - o'

Gregory M. Ga.uo, 1964,

iotherwise  would have been
Jdominnted by the well trained
nnd well informied representa-
ives of Iastern Iurope and the
1.mx.u Union,”
f However, they said, ”w1thout
sisubstantial funds, N.8.A. inter-
‘Inational program would have
H 5bcc.. imraobilized.”
ai et cach of us concluded
_\;L.lm, without question, we
Hwould have chosen immobiliza-
dtion if the only funds available
‘were conditioned on ‘impairment
vm the independence of any of

;grffnfs‘,:t t‘Sﬂﬁﬂfie& Rb
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